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PATHOLOGISTS REPORT FROM THE INQUEST FILES 
(Source: Public Records Office of Victoria, VPRS 24/P0000 Inquest Deposition Files, unit 1163, item 

1929/1136) 
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TRANSCRIPTION OF PATHOLOGY REPORT BY CRAWFORD HENRY MOLLISON, 10 SEPTEMBER 1929 
 

On the 10th of September 1929 at the City Morgue, Melbourne, I made a post mortem 
examination of the body of Norma Rhys McLeod; 
 
the body was that of a slightly built young woman, five feet three inches in height, the clothes 
on her body were as follows: 
 
a blue woollen pull-over with yellow bands, a cream silk blouse, a blue skirt, a white bodice 
with blue petticoat attached, a light blue woollen singlet, white flannelette bloomers, the legs 
were bare, there was a blue woollen bed sock on one foot and a pink one on the other; 
 
rigor mortis and post mortem staining were present, there was a well marked recent bruise 
around the right eye, there were no other external marks of violence of any import; 
 
the Heart was healthy, it contained dark fluid blood, there was slight atheroma at the base of 
the aorta; 
 
the Lungs were congested, the air passages contained frothy mucus; 
 
the Liver was rather firm; the Spleen was firm; 
 
the Stomach contained a quantity of fluid and food; there was no abnormal odour or 
appearance about it; 
 
the Kidneys were firm and subgranular, their capsules were tending to adhere; the genital 
organs did not show any signs of interference; 
 
on reflecting the scalp great bruising was found on it and on the surface of the skull, there 
was a complete linear fracture of the frontal bone which ran downwards in front to the base 
passing across the right orbital plate of the frontal bone immediately above the right eye, 
behind, the fracture had passed into the suture between the two parietal bones, opening it 
up, and at the back of the head it passed out again into the bone on the right side, on the top 
of the skull were small linear fractures running across the main fracture transversely; 
 
there was bruising of the under surface of the brain with extravasation of blood on its surface; 
 
death was due to injuries to the head, which could not have been due to any ordinary fall, 
and in my opinion were caused by a violent blow from a weapon with a broad flat surface on 
the top of the head. 
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QUESTIONS ASKED OF MOLLISON AT THE INQUEST, 1 NOVEMBER 1929 
 
When asked at the inquest if the cricket bat could cause the injuries … 
 
Mollison stated:  
 
A weapon like the cricket bat produced could have caused the blow … I say it would have been 
a blow with considerable violence.  
 
A heavy instrument with a broad surface would cause this fracture. A complete brick or half 
brick, or such an object might cause it if its flat surface struck the skull. Asked would a blow 
from such an object be likely to cause a break of the scalp as distinct from the skull, I say it 
would not be likely if the flat surface struck the head. If the side struck the head it might, but 
not necessarily if the flat surface did so. Asked would an object such as a piece of lead piping 
or something which would bend slightly be less likely to cause a break in the scalp than a rigid 
object such as a bat, I say that an object with a narrow surface would be more likely to cause 
a break than an object with a broad surface. The facture would more likely to have been 
caused by a blow from the bat than from a brick.  
 
When asked at the inquest if Norma could have walked after her attack … 
 
Mollison stated: 
 
Immediately the deceased received that injury she would have been rendered insensible for 
the time being. Paralysis would not necessarily set in then. She might recover for a time and 
again become unconscious. I cannot say how long it would be before she would become 
conscious. It is quite possible that she would recover consciousness, but I do not think it is 
probable. Asked do I think it possible for her to have walked after having received a blow like 
that, I say it is possible, if she regained consciousness, but not likely. I have known persons to 
walk a considerable distance after a head injury as severe as this. Assuming that from about 
half-past two until she died, somewhere about 5 o’clock, the deceased had not regained 
consciousness. I do not think it likely that she had regained consciousness shortly before. 
Asked do I think it likely that she would have been able to walk any distance to her own bed 
and wrap a damp rag about her head, I say it is not likely but it is not impossible.  
 
When questioned about the black eye … 
 
Mollison stated:  
 
Asked whether the injury that I saw would cause any external bleeding, I say there might have 
been a little blood from the nose but not necessarily. Of course there was the bleeding around 
the eye. That was from the blow. The extension of the fracture to above the eye caused the 
discolouration. The eye would begin to discolour and swell very shortly after the blow. 
 
Asked could the bruising around the right eye be caused by the deceased falling after being 
struck, I say it could have been but I think the fracture would fully account for it. If it had been 
caused by a fall I would expect some abrasion of the skin. 


